
 

 
 

Portugal- D2 Visa – The Entrepreneur & Nomad Pathway to Europe 

The Portugal D2 Visa, also called the Entrepreneur Visa, is one of Europe’s most flexible residency 

pathways for entrepreneurs, freelancers, startup founders, consultants, and independent professionals who 

want to live and work legally in Portugal while building a business or remote career. 

Unlike passive investment programs, the D2 Visa focuses on active economic contribution — meaning 

you are expected to run, develop, or manage a business or independent activity in Portugal.  

 

Why the Portugal D2 Visa Is Ideal for Investors & Digital Nomads 

1. No Fixed Minimum Investment 

One of the biggest advantages of the D2 Visa is that Portugal does not require a fixed investment 

amount like many residency-by-investment programs. 

Instead, authorities evaluate: 

• Your business idea  

• Financial sustainability  

• Economic impact  

• Ability to support yourself in Portugal  

This makes the D2 Visa more accessible for: 

• Startup founders  

• Freelancers  

• Online business owners  

• E-commerce entrepreneurs  

• Consultants  

• Remote service providers  

 

2. Pathway to EU Residency & Citizenship 

The D2 Visa can lead to: 

• Temporary residence permit  

• Permanent residency after 5 years  

• Portuguese citizenship after 10 years (subject to language and legal requirements)  

  



 

 
 

Portugal also provides: 

• Visa-free Schengen travel  

• Family reunification  

• Access to healthcare and education  

• Ability to operate business within the EU market  

 

3. Perfect for Modern Digital Entrepreneurs 

The D2 Visa is especially attractive for: 

• Remote business owners  

• Freelancers  

• Agency founders  

• SaaS entrepreneurs  

• YouTubers  

• Creators  

• E-commerce operators  

• Consultants  

• Coaches  

• Online educators  

Unlike some visas focused only on passive income, the D2 supports active self-employment and 

entrepreneurship.  

 

Who Can Apply for the Portugal D2 Visa? 

The D2 Visa is available for non-EU / non-EEA / non-Swiss nationals. 

Eligible applicants include: 

Entrepreneurs 

People planning to: 

• Start a company in Portugal  

• Open a branch office  

• Launch a startup  

• Create local employment  

  



 

 
 

 

Investors in Active Businesses 

Applicants investing in or acquiring an existing Portuguese company and participating in operations or 

management.  

Freelancers & Independent Professionals 

Examples: 

• Developers  

• Designers  

• Consultants  

• Marketing specialists  

• Writers  

• Architects  

• Engineers  

• Creators  

• Online service providers  

Applicants usually need: 

• Service contracts  

• Client agreements  

• Portfolio  

• Proof of professional activity  

Digital Nomads with Business Activity 

Remote professionals operating: 

• Online businesses  

• International consulting firms  

• Remote agencies  

• E-commerce stores  

The D2 is often considered a strong alternative to the D8 Digital Nomad Visa because it provides broader 

entrepreneurial flexibility.  

 

  



 

 
 

Main Eligibility Requirements 

1. Business Plan 

A detailed business plan is the most important part of the application. 

It should explain: 

• Business model  

• Services/products  

• Financial projections  

• Revenue expectations  

• Market opportunity  

• Why Portugal benefits from your business  

Authorities want to see: 

• Sustainability  

• Viability  

• Economic contribution  

2. Financial Means 

Applicants must demonstrate sufficient funds for: 

• Personal living expenses  

• Business operations  

Common practical benchmark: 

• Around €25,000+ annual personal funds for main applicant is highly recommended 

• Additional funds for dependents  

3. Portuguese Bank Account, NIF & NISS 

Before applying, applicants usually need: 

• Portuguese tax number (NIF)  

• Portugues social number (NISS) 

• Portuguese bank account  

These are used to show: 

• Financial preparedness  

• Initial business capital  

• Accommodation payments  



 

 
 

 

4. Accommodation in Portugal 

Applicants must provide: 

• Rental agreement  

• Property ownership proof  

• Long-term accommodation evidence  

5. Clean Criminal Record 

Police clearance certificates are required from: 

• Country of residence  

• Countries where applicant lived recently  

6. Health Insurance 

Valid travel or international health insurance is required during the visa stage. 

 

Step-by-Step D2 Visa Process 

Step 1 – Prepare Business Structure 

Choose your pathway: 

• Freelancer  

• Sole trader  

• New company  

• Existing company investment or Franchise investment 

Step 2 – Obtain Portuguese NIF 

The NIF (tax number) is essential for: 

• Banking  

• Contracts  

• Company formation  

• Rental agreements  

 

  



 

 
 

Step 3 – Open Portuguese Bank Account 

Deposit sufficient funds to demonstrate financial capacity. 

Step 4 – Create Business Plan 

Prepare a professional business proposal showing: 

• Economic value  

• Revenue strategy  

• Portuguese market relevance  

Step 5 – Secure Accommodation 

Rent or purchase property in Portugal. 

Step 6 – Submit- D2 Visa Application 

Application is submitted through: 

• Portuguese Consulate  

• VFS center in your home country  

Step 7 – Receive Entry Visa 

Usually valid for entry into Portugal. 

Step 8 – Attend AIMA Appointment in Portugal 

After arrival, applicants attend residence permit appointment with AIMA (Portuguese immigration 

authority).  

 

Processing Time 

Stage Estimated Time 

Document Preparation 1–2 months 

Consulate Processing 1–3 months 

Portugal Residence Appointment Several weeks to months 

Total Average Timeline 3–6 months 

Processing times vary by country and consulate workload. 



 

 
 

 

Benefits of the Portugal D2 Visa 

Residency in Portugal 

Live legally in Portugal with family. 

Schengen Travel 

Travel freely within Europe’s Schengen Area. 

Family Reunification 

Include: 

• Spouse  

• Children  

• Dependent parents  

Access to Public Services 

Including: 

• Healthcare  

• Education  

• Banking  

Business Expansion into Europe 

Portugal provides access to the EU market. 

Citizenship Opportunity 

Eligible after 5 years of legal residency.  

 

Is the D2 Visa Better Than the Digital Nomad Visa? 

For many entrepreneurs: Yes. 

The D2 Visa offers: 

• More flexibility  

• Business ownership opportunities  



 

 
 

• Company setup options  

• Long-term entrepreneurial pathway  

The D2 is stronger for: 

• Founders  

• Investors  

• Freelancers  

• Agency owners  

• Online business operators  

 

Common Businesses Used for D2 Applications 

Popular sectors include: 

• Tech startups  

• Marketing agencies  

• IT consulting  

• E-commerce  

• Import/export  

• Tourism  

• Hospitality  

• Education platforms  

• Real estate services  

• Creative agencies  

• Online coaching  

• SaaS companies  

 

Important Considerations 

Active Involvement Required 

The D2 Visa is not designed for passive investors only. Applicants are expected to actively participate in 

business activity.  

Strong Documentation Matters 

A professional application significantly improves approval chances. 

Portuguese Presence 

Applicants are generally expected to spend meaningful time in Portugal to maintain residency status. 

 



 

 
 

Why Portugal Remains a Top Choice 

Portugal continues to attract entrepreneurs and digital nomads because of: 

• High quality of life  

• Safety  

• Affordable living compared to Western Europe  

• Strong startup ecosystem  

• English-friendly environment  

• Access to the EU market  

• Attractive climate  

• Expanding international business community  

 

The Portugal D2 Visa is one of the most practical and flexible European residency pathways for: 

• Entrepreneurs  

• Startup founders  

• Investors  

• Freelancers  

• Independent professionals  

• Digital business owners  

It combines: 

• European residency  

• Business opportunities  

• Lifestyle advantages  

• Long-term citizenship potential  

For people seeking both freedom and business growth within Europe, the D2 Visa is often considered one 

of the strongest “Nomad-to-European-Residency” pathways available today. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

CONTACT US AT: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

EPCC Global LDA 
        Rua de Calouste Gulbenkian 2C, 2830-048 

Barreiro, Portugal. 
 

       info@nomadpathway.com 

     www.nomadpathway.com 

     +351 920 125 180 | +351 920 462 524 

 

 

EPCC Global INC 
        650 Parliament St, Apartment 1709, 9394, 

Toronto, Ontario, M4X 1R3 
 

       canada@nomadpathway.com 

     www.nomadpathway.com 

     +1(416) 627-6329 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@Nomadpathwayglobal 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nomadpathway  
 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/nomadpathway 
 

 

 

Management Office in Portugal 
 

 
 

EPCC Global LDA 
 

Av. Eng. Arantes e Oliveira N5, 2C,  
1900-221, Lisboa, Portugal 

E-mail: info@nomadpathway.com 

www.nomadpathway.com 

Mob/Whatsapp: +351 920 125 180 

http://www.nomadpathway.com/
http://www.nomadpathway.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@Nomadpathwayglobal
https://www.facebook.com/nomadpathway
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nomadpathway
http://www.nomadpathway.com/
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